


























REPLACE WORDING IN SECTION 9.8 WITH THE FOLLOWING AND MOVE THIS SECTION TO SECTION 3 

Section 9.8 Pg. 148 CHANGE HEADING TO: AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE  

MUNICIPAL DRAINS 

One of the unique aspects of the NOTL Specialty Crop Area is the extensive agricultural infrastructure 
system in the form of engineered man-made municipal drains that have been constructed as far back as 
100 years ago. This infrastructure has provided the ability to grow specialty crops on land that was 
formerly recognized as swamp land. Often these drains originated as surface features dug by farm family 
members, some hand dug. 

The majority of the municipal drains originate in the flat private agricultural land area below the 
Escarpment. Some of the drains also include large sections of open and unopened road ditches. Some 
drains drain south to north and some drain latterly, west to east or east to west. Only one drain has 
some permanent flow that becomes essentially non-existent during the summer according to a NPCA 
Assessment Report.  

The municipal drains are considered part of the Town’s infrastructure and are developed and 
maintained in accordance with the requirements of the Drainage Act. 

The Town supports the design, construction and maintenance of Requisition and Petition Drains 
authorized under the Drainage Act in accordance with Best Management Practices to avoid significant 
detrimental effects on farmland, water resources, natural areas and fish and wildlife habitat. 

Where development, site alteration or building is proposed adjacent to a municipal drain, a buffer zone, 
a minimum 7.5 metres in width measured from the stable top of bank shall be required to provide 
access for drain maintenance and to protect the integrity of the drains. The buffer zone adjacent to the 
drains will be planted with permanent low growing vegetation that works cooperatively with specialty 
crops and that can be maintained to prevent crop losses.  

Currently municipal drains may be identified as flood plain and may have set back restrictions identified 
in the implementing Zoning By-Law. Areas identified as floodplain adjacent to municipal drains may be 
due to undersized Town road culverts identified in a study completed in 2008. 

 

Section 9.8 Pg. 148 AGRICULTURAL IRRIGATION SYSTEM  

Another unique aspect of the Specialty crop Area of NOTL is the presence of an Irrigation Infrastructure 
System that was initiated due to the lack of baseflow when it was needed the most to irrigate these 
crops, the dry summer months. 

The NOTL Act that granted NOTL specific provincial legislation to establish and maintain an Irrigation 
System throughout the Town was adopted in 1990 through the help of a former NOTL MPP, Mike 
Dietsch.   

Prior to the adoption of an irrigation system, a petition is required from landowners in each system area. 
After a petition is granted, each Irrigation System is engineered and designed to prevent any negative 



impacts to surrounding properties. Costly studies are required as a condition to obtain a Permit to Take 
Water before a system is adopted by the Town and then constructed. 

Landowners are charged for the cost of studies, capital works and annual operating costs, including a 
portion of the wages for the Drainage and Irrigation Superintendent. The capital costs are net of any 
provincial or federal grants available. The annual operating costs are net of any financial support from 
the Town.  

Currently there are five separate Irrigation Systems that serve the agricultural area with augmented 
water. The constructed OPG Hydro Reservoir and the Hydro Canal, the Niagara River and the Welland 
Canal are the sources of water. Pumps, siphons, buried pipe and open ditches or drains and control 
structures are used to direct the water to the drains that eventually drain south to north to reach the 
farmland downstream. These control structures are required to be placed within the drains to direct the 
water flow from a lateral position to a northern flow. 

The use of water for irrigation purposes is allowed between May 15 and Sept 15 unless unforeseen need 
is required outside of that time frame. Farmers are encouraged to construct ponds on their property to 
store water for later irrigation use. 

The water not used for irrigation purposes continues to flow freely downstream to nourish the natural 
areas before emptying into Lake Ontario.   

While only some drains are augmented presently, plans are being made to expand the irrigation 
infrastructure system to provide much needed relief to other landowners during dry periods. Due to the 
very high cost of the capital works for the expansion of the system, these expansions are dependent on 
upper level government financial support. 

Section 9.8.5 Pg. 148 to be replaced with: 

9.8.5 Within the Protected Countryside, infrastructure serving the agricultural sector, such as an 
agricultural irrigation system, may need certain elements to be located within a Core Natural Area, Fish 
Habitat or a key hydrologic feature or within the vegetation protection zone of such a feature. In such 
instances, these elements for infrastructure may be established within the feature itself or its associated 
vegetation protection zone.  

   

  

 

 

 

 

  

 






